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MEDIA RELEASE                            
3 May 2017 
 
VOLUNTEERING FACING A DOUBLE-EDGED SWORD 
 
With the lead up to National Volunteers Week, the sector is facing a double-edged sword with 
volunteers being celebrated while the sector fights for funding. 
 
National Volunteer Week (8-14 May) is an annual celebration to acknowledge the generous 
contribution of our nation’s volunteers. In the Northern Territory, volunteers will be recognised at 
Garden Parties in Alice Springs (Tuesday 9 May) and in Darwin (Wednesday 10 May). 
 
Volunteering will also be the theme at two expos in Darwin and Katherine later that week. 
  
However this year, celebrations will be dimmed with proposed changes by the Federal Government 
to stop direct funding to Volunteering Support Services which will seriously threaten the ongoing 
viability of many of the support services weakening volunteering. 
 
Evelyn O’Loughlin, CEO Volunteering SA&NT has been part of the Tower of Strength National 
Advocacy Campaign and as a strong call to action in defending volunteering is asking everyone to 
sign the petition to retain designated funding for Volunteering Support Services. 
 
“If this funding ceases it will severely impact on communities who rely on volunteering programs and 
effective volunteer management. It will undo the enormous amount of work undertaken over the 
last fifteen years in building strong and resilient local communities, economic participation and social 
inclusion in the volunteering sector. 
 
“We need to stand together to advocate the importance of Volunteering Support Services and retain 
funding at the current level (up to $7.5M) in the 2017/18 budget,” Ms O’Loughlin said. 
 
The petition will be open until the end of May and for further information on the campaign please 
visit www.volunteeringaustralia.org/towerofstrength/ 
 
Volunteering NT, a division of Volunteering SA&NT works with individuals, organisations, businesses 
and communities to lead, advance, grow, promote and celebrate volunteering. They provide a range 
of services, support and resources for volunteer-involving organisations and volunteers which 
contribute to positive volunteering experiences and the strengthening of communities.  
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