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Proposal for the retention of a dedicated volunteering government 
portfolio and the continuation of a Minister for Volunteers  
 
Facts 
 
 In 2000 Hon. Iain Evans MP was appointed the first South Australian Minister responsible for 

Volunteers, and in fact Australia’s first Minister for Volunteers. 

 After the State election in March 2002, Premier Mike Rann became the first and only Premier in 
Australia to hold the office of Minister for Volunteers. 

 More than 900,000 South Australians volunteer, contributing about 1.7 million volunteer hours 
each week.1 

 This volunteering effort is valued at almost $5 billion each year.2 

 Alarmingly, formal volunteering is decreasing in South Australia, from a high of 51% of the 
population in 2006, to 42% today. This is adding extreme pressure on volunteers who serve in 
vital areas such as emergency services and home care.3 

 
Proposal 
 
Volunteering SA&NT seeks a commitment from all political parties that the South Australian 
Government will retain a dedicated volunteering government portfolio and the continuation of the 
office of Minister for Volunteers. 
 
Dedicated volunteering portfolio representation is essential to support the sector and ensure that 
the impact of major decisions are minimised. In South Australia, volunteering is a Ministerial 
responsibility and it should remain as such. This ensures that volunteering is considered in major 
policy and budget decisions and facilitates greater coordination across departments.  
 
Volunteers contribute around $5 billion to the South Australian economy each year and save the tax 
payer many millions in direct service delivery. If there is a Minister for Employment, Minister for 
Investment and Trade, Minister for Small Business, Minister for Defence and Space Industries, 
Minister for Health Industries, Minister for Industrial Relations, Minister for the Public Sector, 
Minister for Business Services, Minister for Manufacturing and Innovation, Minister for Automotive 
Transformation, Minister for State Development, Minister for Mineral Resources and Energy, etc, it 
is also imperative to have a dedicated Volunteering portfolio and responsible Minister.  
 

Rationale 
 
Professor Melanie Oppenheimer wrote, ‘In terms of developing detailed volunteering policy, South 
Australia is, in my view, by far the most proactive and enlightened state government’.4 

                                                           
1 Harrison Research 2016 
2 Ironmonger, D. 2011 
3 Harrison Research 2016 
4 Oppenheimer, Professor M. (2008). Volunteering: why we can't survive without it. UNSW Press, p 189 
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Since 1999, South Australia has led the voluntary sector in Australia with the first Minister for 
Volunteers, the Hon. Iain Evans. Minister Evans introduced the first volunteer protection legislation 
in Australia, legal protection for good Samaritans, the creation of the Volunteers Day public holiday, 
and affordable insurance for community groups in partnership with the Local Government 
Association.  
 
In 2002, Premier and Minister for Volunteers Mike Rann said, ‘Because of the vital importance of 
volunteering to the future of our State, as Premier … I would take responsibility as the Minister for 
Volunteers’.5 
 
The South Australian voluntary sector continues to develop ‘world first’ initiatives, such as the 
Volunteering Partnership, Volunteering Strategy for SA and the WeDo smart phone application. 
 
Volunteering SA&NT argues that these initiatives came to fruition because the South Australian 
government had a dedicated Minister for Volunteers portfolio. 
 
Additionally, the continuation of the Minister for Volunteers would ensure the further development 
of the relationship between government and the volunteering sector and safeguard a multi-billion 
dollar contribution to the South Australian economy. 

 

Background to the volunteering portfolio 

 
In 1999, the South Australian government sponsored a Volunteers Summit and Forum to identify key 
concerns and issues in regards to the needs of the volunteer sector and its relationship with 
government.  
 
Afterwards, Premier John Olson appointed the Hon. Iain Evans as the first Minister for Volunteering 
in South Australia, and indeed in Australia. The Premier then directed each of his Ministers to 
formulate a volunteers’ policy within their relevant portfolios, including the use of volunteers and 
funding allocations.  
 
An Office for Volunteers was formed in 2001 to further formalise the relationship, and support and 
promote volunteering in that state. When Mike Rann won office in 2002, as well as being Premier, 
he took on the Minister for Volunteering position himself which enhanced the position of 
volunteering and confirmed its importance to the South Australian government. Similar to the ‘social 
compact’ created in the United Kingdom, an alliance between the volunteer sector and the South 
Australian government was formulated.  
 
The aim of the ‘alliance’ was to formalise the state government’s new policy towards volunteers and 
volunteering and to standardise and provide consistency across government departments. In May 
2003, a partnership agreement was signed between the State Government and 19 representatives 
from the volunteer sector, to provide a ‘roadmap’ for future collaboration entitled the Advancing 
the Community Together (ACT) Partnership. This partnership was reviewed and updated in 2005, 

                                                           

5 Rann, M. Office for Volunteers, 2002 
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and in the early years a report outlining the achievements of the partnership was published and 
tabled in Parliament.  
 
Outcomes of the partnership included: 
 

 A state-wide marketing plan and ‘hot line’ to encourage volunteering,  

 Affordable insurance for community groups  

 Risk management training for volunteers 

 A $1000,000 small grants scheme 

 The creation of regional volunteer centres 

 Production of free television advertisements and websites for community groups 

 Training grants to volunteer centres 

 An annual congress to consult on the partnership 

 Volunteer recognition initiatives such as the Premier’s Certificates of Achievement and a 

free annual concert 

 
In February 2014, in conjunction with the launch of the Volunteering Strategy for South Australia, 
the State Government made an election commitment to support the introduction of a time-
exchange program and a volunteering recognition scheme, which has seen the development of the 
‘world-first’ WeDo App. 
 
South Australian initiatives are innovative and, in this new era of ‘partnerships’ between 
government and the volunteer sector, provide a good workable model for the rest of Australia. 


