
 

 
 
27 July 2020 
 
 
Michael Gunner 
Chief Minister and Territory Labor Leader 
GPO Box 2026 
DARWIN NT 0801 
 
By Email: territory.labor@nt.alp.org.au   
 
 
Dear Chief Minister 
 

Peak Body Funding Support and Volunteering Policy  
 

Volunteering is a cornerstone of Australian society, contributing significant value to the economy, 
community cohesion and individual well-being. Volunteers play a key role in service delivery across a wide 
range of sectors including aged care, disability, family and community services, disaster response, 
environmental management, sports, arts and culture. The act of volunteering creates a sense of 
participation and belonging, builds skills, connections and wellbeing, creates pathways to employment and 
forges stronger communities. 
 
Volunteering in Australia contributes an estimated 743 million hours of time to our community and $290 
billion in economic value which exceeds that of the mining, agriculture and retail sectors combined. In the 
Northern Territory more than 70,000 volunteers contribute an estimated $3 billion to the NT economy. 
Alarmingly, ABS data shows that volunteering rates in the Northern Territory are declining.1 
 
The 2017 Value of the Not for Profit sector to the NT Economy report says “69% of organisations in the NT 
are supported by volunteer workers. There are hundreds of small charities in the NT, with incomes of less 
than $250,000 per year, often run entirely by volunteers. Although small, these organisations provide a 
wide range of essential services, such as volunteer fire and rescue, childcare and fundraising. They also 
have an essential and irreplaceable role in building and maintaining community cohesion, providing 
opportunities for engagement, volunteering and relationship building. Their impact is felt socially as well as 
economically.” 
 
Volunteering NT (VNT) is a division of Volunteering SA&NT (VSA&NT), which is the peak body for 
volunteering in the Northern Territory. The work of VNT is critical to ensure effective support of the 
volunteering sector in the NT. In Darwin, we employ an Executive Manager (Rachael Bowker) and deliver 
services to Darwin and the surrounding areas, Katherine, Tennant Creek and Alice Springs. We are pleased 
to present an outline of our achievements over the past year (please see attached NT Highlights 2019-
2020). 
 

                                                        
1 Department of the Chief Minister Social Policy Coordination Q17-0472 Provision of a Volunteer Sector Needs Analysis, Matrix on Board Consulting, 10th August 2018 

mailto:territory.labor@nt.alp.org.au
https://www.research.uwa.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/3451094/2017-NTCOSS-Value-of-the-Not-for-profit-Sector-Northern-Territory.pdf


We are a membership based organisation, providing volunteer support services and information to 
approximately 700 NT organisations and thousands of volunteers. Our relationship with volunteers, 
volunteer involving organisations, businesses and communities enables us to be an effective voice of 
volunteering in the NT. Although no funding is received from the Northern Territory Government (NTG) for 
our peak body role, we are still recognised as the peak body for volunteering in the NT by our members and 
stakeholders. In fact, 80% of respondents to our last annual survey said they were satisfied or very satisfied 
with the value of information and assistance received from VNT and 100% of respondents reported that 
they valued VSA&NT’s role as the peak body representing the sector. 
 
It is to be noted, the 2018 Department of the Chief Minister Social Policy Coordination Q17-0472 
Provision of a Volunteer Sector Needs Analysis report outlines that “there is a need for a coordinating / 
central entity to facilitate interactions between the sectors, government and other stakeholders. All other 
jurisdictions address this need by providing funding to a volunteering peak body.”2  This report also 
recommends that the NTG “endorse a Northern Territory volunteering peak body to meet the needs of 
volunteering organisations.” 
 
It is important to note that all other Australian jurisdictions, except for the Northern Territory, have 
State/Territory government funded standalone volunteering peak bodies that represent, coordinate and 
advocate for the needs of the volunteering sector. 
 
In the lead up to the election, we write to seek your commitment to endorse our organisation as the 
recognised peak body for volunteering in the Northern Territory, and crucially, to support of our request for 
funding from the Northern Territory Government of $200,000 ongoing peak body funding, as well as 
ongoing funding of $150,000 for development of a volunteer position matching and volunteer 
recognition/rewards app. Our detailed proposal as provided to the Social Policy Unit of the Department of 
the Chief Minister is attached for your reference. 
 
Additionally, Volunteering SA&NT has a responsibility to advise its members and the sector on your Party’s 
position and accordingly information is sought on; 

 

 Territory Labor’s commitment to endorsing our organisation as the recognised peak body for 
volunteering in the Northern Territory by supporting of our request for ongoing peak body funding, as 
per the attached proposal  

 Territory Labor’s policy on growing volunteering in NT; 

 A designated NT Government Minister for Volunteering  

 The development of a Volunteering Strategy for the NT that is developed in partnership with our 
organisation and co-designed with the sector 

 The development of a volunteer position matching and volunteer recognition/rewards app for smart 
phones, funding as per the attached proposal  

 
Your Party’s response to each of these points will be of great interest to our members and volunteers in the 
Northern Territory. 
 
Please feel free to contact Rachael Bowker, Executive Manager NT on 89635624 to discuss further or to 
arrange a suitable time to meet. 

                                                        
2 Ibid 



 
Thank you for your time and consideration of our requests. We look forward to the opportunity to work 
together to advance volunteering across Northern Territory. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
Evelyn O’Loughlin 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 


